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Area  Health  Office, 
2 Mars on  Road, 
Clevedon. 


To  the  Chaiman  and  Members  of  the 
Clevedon  Urban  District  Council. 


I ha've  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Renort  for 

1969. 

The  birth  rate,  although' still  falling,  is  above 
the  national  average  for  the  seventh  successive  year. 

The  death  rate  is  the  lowest  for  six  years,  and 
the  adjusted  rate,  as  usual,  below  the  national  average. 

The  notifiable  infectious  diseases  v/ere  few,  measles 
in  particular,  being  a lov/  number. 

This  ^‘ear  Mr.  Davey  has  written  the  report  on 
envionmental  health  and  I am  pleased  to  welcome  him  and 
Mr.  Hamilton  to  the  staff. 


I beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
V.  N,  BAKER 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 
G-enei^l  Statistics  - 1969 

Area  ' 

Population  (mid  year  estimate) 

Area  comparability  factors 
Rateable  Value,  1st  April  I969 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

Vital  Statistics  for 


Live  Births 

Males 

Pemaleo 

Total 

Rate  per  1,000 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

97 
' 8 

81 

178 

12 

of  the  estimated 
resident  population 

= 13.6 

105 

85 

190 

Stillbirths 

0 

..0 

0 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  & still) 
births  =0. 

Deaths  - 

101 

128 

229 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

Illegitimate 

live  births 

estimated  resident  population 

= 16.4 

Rate  per  cent  of  total  live  ^births  = G.Ofo 


3,467  acres 
13,980 

Births  - 1,25 
Deaths  - 0.59 

£518,613 

£2,083 


Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  - 0 


Death  rate  of  Infants,  under  one  year  of  a^e 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

(total 

= 2)  - 

11 

•Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

(total 

= 1)  - 

6 

^Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 

(total 

= 1)  - 

83 

Neonatal  mortality  rate,  deaths  under 

4 weeks  per  1,000  live  births 

(total 

= 1)  - 

5 

•Early  neonatal  mortality  rate,  deaths  under 
one  week  per  1,000  total  live  births 

(total 

= 1)  - 

5 

Perinatal’  mortality  rate,  stillbirths  and 
deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still  births 

(total 

= 1)  - 

5 
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Vital  Statistics  - 1962-1969 


Live  Births 


Year 

Le^- 

Male 

itimate 

Female 

Illegitimate 
Male  Female 

Total 

Rate  per  1,000  of 
Estimated  Resident 
Clevedon 

Crude  Adjusted 

the 

Population 
England 
& Vfeles 

1962 

81 

85  • 

7 

7 

180 

15.0 

16.2  ' 

18.0 

1963 

97 

87 

4 

0 

188 

16.3 

20.5 

18.2 

1964 

92 

94 

6 

1 . 

193 

16.5 

20.8  .. 

18.4 

1965 

95 

89 

4 

4 

192 

15.7 

18.7 

18.0 

1966 

87 

111 

4 

6' 

198 

15.8 

18.8 

17.7 

1967 

97 

. 108 

6 

8 

219 

17.1 

23.3. 

17.2 

1968 

103 

84 

4 

3 

194 

14.0 

17.5  ■ 

16.9 

1969 

97 

81 

8 

4 

190 

13.6 

17.0 

16.3 

The  adjusted,  birth  rate,  is  the  crude  rate  multiplied^by  the  area 
comparability  factor,  v/hich  adjusts  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
population  to  correspond  v/ith  those  of  England  and  Wales,  The  same 
applies' to  the' adj-uSted  death  rate. 


Stillbirths  ’ ' 

Year 

Male 

Female 

• Total 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and 
Stillbirths 

Clevedon 

England  & Wales 

1962 

2 

1 

3 .. 

17.7  ■ . 

■ 18' 1 

1963 

0 

1 

1 

5.4 

17.3 

1964 

1 

1 

2 

10.2 

16.4 

1965 

3 

1 

4 

20.4 

■ 13.7 

1966 

1 

1 

2 

10.0 

15.4 

1967 

3 

1 

4 

18.0 

14.8 

1968 

1 

2 

. 3 

15.0 

14.0 

1969 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13.0 

Vital  Statistics  196 2 - 1969 
Deaths 


Rate  per 

1,000  of  the 

Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Estimated  Resident  Population 

Clevedon  ^ 

England 

Crude  Adjusted 

& Wales 

1962 

88 

108 

196 

15.9 

11.1 

11.9 

1963 

78 

102 

180 

15.9 

10.0 

12.2 

1964 

86 

112 

198 

16.8 

10.6 

11.3 

1965 

96 

138 

234 

19.2 

9.8 

11.9 

1966 

89 

IVi- 

233 

18.5 

10.2 

11.7 

1967 

87 

143 

230 

18.0 

9.0 

11.2 

1968 

105 

149 

25^^ 

18.4 

9.9 

11.9 

1969 

101 

128 

229 

16.4 

9.7 

11.9 

Death  Rate  of  all 

Death  Rate 

under 

Death  Rate 

of  Infants 

Infants 

per  1,000 

4 v/eeks  of 

age  per 

under  one 

week  of  age 

Year 

live 

births 

1,000  total  live  biri-hs 

& stillbirths  ner  1.000 

Olevedon  England 

Clevedon 

England 

total  live 

& stillbirths 

& Wales 

& Wales 

Clevedon  England  Wains 

1962 

24.1 

21.6 

12.0 

15.1 

23.7 

30.8 

1963 

27.2 

20.9 

10.9 

14.2 

16.1 

29.3 

1964 

5.2 

20.0 

5.2 

13.8 

5.2 

28.2 

1965 

26.0 

19.0 

20.8 

13.0 

40.8 

26.9 

1966 

5.0 

12.9 

5.0 

12.8 

15.0 

26.3 

1967 

32.0 

18.3 

23.0 

12.5 

36.0 

25.4 

1968 

5.0 

18.0 

0 

12.3 

15.0 

25.0 

1969 

11.0 

18.0 

5.0 

12.0 

5.0 

23.0 

POPULATION 


Year  Estimated  mid-year 
population 

1962  11,080 

1963  11,270 

196a  11,670 

1965  12,200 

1966  12,530 

1967  12,790 

1968  13,830 

1969  13-980 


190 

400 

530 

330 

260 

1040 

150 


Natural  increase  Net 

or  dec rease  Immigration 


increase  8 
decrease  5 
decrease  42 
decrease  35 
decrease  11 
decrease  6O 
decrease  39 


182 

405 

572 

365 

271 

1100 

189 
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mtmMJBSmLjf.  AUA 

Total  Under  4 V/eeks 

SEX  all  4 & under  1-  5“ 

Ages  Weeks  1 year 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

Other  Tuberculosis,  inc. 

K 

1 

1 

" 1 

late  effects 

F 

Mrlignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

li 

3 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

F 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

M 

8 

- 

- 

_ _ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

4 

3 

intestine 

F 

5 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung. 

M 

7 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

2 

1 

bronchus 

•F 

1 

1 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

M 

F 

3 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Malignant  neoplas  i, prostate 

M' 

2 

2 

M 

^ — 

— 

Leukaemia  . - 

F 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

M 

5 

1 

4 

F 

7 

- 

- 

- ■ - 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

- 

3 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

H 

F 

1 

1 

- 

Anaemias 

M 

1 

1 

F 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous 

M 

1 

- 

- - 

1- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

System' 

F 

2 

- - 

1 

1 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart 

M 

- 

- 

- 

..  _ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

disease 

F 

2 

2 

Hypertensive  Disease 

M 

■R 

1 

-1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

Ivl 

34 

• _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

3 

12 

17 

F 

36 

7 

29 

Other  forms  of  Heart  disease 

M 

3 

3 

F 

2 

1 

1 

Cerebrovascular,  disease 

M 

16 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

. - 

1 

- 

4 

11 

F 

33 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

4 

26 

Other  diseases  of  circulatoryM 

4 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

sy..tem 

F 

9 

1 

8 

Influenza 

M 

F 

2 

1 

1 

Ihieumonia 

M 

2 

2 

F 

11 

- 

1 

2 

8 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

M 

4 

- 

4 

F 

2 

- 

- 

_ _ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Asthma 

M 

T? 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Other  Diseases  of 

r 

M 

1 

_ 

_ 

- 1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Respiiratory  System 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

M 

F 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive 

M 

- 

- 

_ - 

_ 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

System 

F 

1 

1 

’•'ephritis  and  nephrosis 

M 

1 

1 

F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Causes  of  Death  (conto) 

Sex 

Total  Under  4-  v/eeks 

all 

4 

& 

under 

1- 

5-  13-  25-  35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75+ 

Ages 

Weeks 

1 

year 

Hj’perplasia  of  Prostate 

M 

1 

1 

ether  Diseases,  Genito- 

M 

1 

X 

Urinary  System 

F 

3 

3 

Birth  injury,  difficult 

M 

- 

- 

- 

- 

„ _ _ _ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

labour,  etc. 

F 

1 

::  1 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined 

M 

- 

- 

- 

_ _ „ _ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

conditions 

F 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

_ _ _ _ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

F 

3 , 

3 

All  other  external  causes 

M 

j' 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- - - - 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Total  all  causes 

M 

101 

1 

1 - ■ - - 

6 

9 

27 

57 

F 

128 

1 

1 

- 

- - - 2 

0 

3 

8 

19 

94 

■ notifiable  diseases 

Total  1 

Cases 

notified 

1962  1963 

1964 

1?65. 

1966  1967 

1968 

...  1969 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 4 

' 1 

4^ 

,10 

■ 3 

2 

- 

Whooping  cough 

5 

5 

is' 

- 

10 

6 

8 

Measles 

1 219 

5:,^ 

275. 

236 

27 

5 

.Acute  poliomyelitis 

!■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

T^aberculosis , respiratory 

• 2 ■ % 

4 

1 

2 

' 1 

1 

2 

non-res  piratoiy 

3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

6 

- 

- 

- 

66 

4 

Acute  pneumonia  . ■ . 

4 

1 

not 

notifiabl 

Food  poisoning 

1 

- 

3 

- 

1 

2 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

not 

notifiable 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

■ 2 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

" 

ileningoccal  infection 

1 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Infective  Jaundice 
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PUBIiIC  HEALTH  DEP.^THEMT, 
CL":TGL0N  UKB.\I'I  DISTRICT  COJHCIL, 
TiiE  COUNCIL  HOUSE, 

HIGHDALE  ROAD, 

cl;:v.jdo:t, 

SOilJRSET. 


ANI'JUAL  R-EPORT  OF  THE- SMIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR ''THE 

YEAR  1969 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  dealing  vdth 
the  environmental  health  circumstances  of  the  District  for  the 
yecar  1969. 

Follov.'ing  the  Council's  resolution  in  December  1968  to  form 
a separate  public  health  department,  I v;as  charged  v/ith  this  duty 
on  taking  up  my  appointment  on  the  Ist  March  1969.  This  has 
entailed  basic  reorganisation  which  was  still  incomplete  at  the 
end  of  the  year  because  of  time  being  taken  up  v;ith  general  public 
health  duties.  The  sharing  of  duties,  made  possible  by  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  C.S.  Hamilton  additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
on  the  1st  November  1969,  has  enabled  this  vrork  to  proceed  more 
quickly,  and  I anticipate  having  the  department  early  next  year 
fully  organised  to  carry  out  all  statutory  duties  smoothly  and 
efficiently. 

May  I thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  the  Chairman  of  the  ■ 
Public  Health  Committee  and  other  members  of  the  Council  for  their 
encouragement  and  support;  also  the  officers  and  staff  of  other 
departments  for  their  co-operation. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  DAVEY 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 


WATER  SUPPLY 


The  water  supply  to  the  district  is  controlled  by  the  Bristol 
Waterworks  Company  and  comes  from  the  Clevedon  and  Chelvey  boreholes. 
The  number  of  supplies  to  31st  December  1969  v/ere  as  follows: 


Measured 

Unjm_easu_red 

Council  Houses 

Total 

129 

.4,430 

508 

5,067 

Routine  sampling  carried  out  by  the  Company  for  bacteriological 
examination  gave  the  follovd.ng  results : 


Raw  Waters 

No. of  Samples 

Average  No.  of 

Average  No.  of 

Colonies  1 

Examined 

Faecal  Coliforms 

Non- faecal  coliforms 

on  agar  ! 

per  100  ml. 

per  100  ml. 

2 days  1 

■■  v 

5.7Q  1 

Chelvey 

1 - i 

1 ■ 11'  ■ 

12 

42  ! 

These  results  of  rav;  v/atef' are  very  acceptable  in  quality,  but  a special 
watch  is  being  kept  on  any  possible  effects  fromnotorviay  construction.  This 
is  especially  relevant  so  far  as  the  Clevedon  Well  is  concerned,  with  the 
blasting  of  rock  in  the  adjacent  Clevedon  Hills. 


1 Treated 

iNo.of  Samples 

No , free  from 

No,  free^  from 

% 

j Waters 

Examined 

Faecal  Coliforms 

Non-faecal  Coliforms 

Satisfactory 

Clevedor 
Well  ■ 

13 

13 

-■3 

100 

Chelvey 

■ 9 

9 

4 ; ^^'9  . ; ■ ■ ; 

100 

jDijtelbt 

1 System 

26 

26. 

26 

100 

The  raw  water  from  both  these  sources  is  very  hard  and  in  an  effort  to 
deal  with  this,  a base  exchange  plant  was  commissioned  at  Chelvey  on  the 
1st  May  1969  and  is  now  fully  operative,  This.fhas  resulted  in  a reduction 
in  total  hardness  of  this  water  from  330  p,p.m,  to  200  p.p,m,,  but  as 
supplies  to  the  district  from  both  sources  are  not  mixed,  only  those 
consumers  supplied  from  the  Chelvey  Well  have  benefited. 


SUMMARY  OE  EIWIRO]}nCBNTAL  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS 


Housing,  including  Improvement  G-rants 
and  mortgage  surveys 
Food  Hygiene  and  Meat  Inspection 

General  Environmental  Hygiene 


Totals 

Complaints  and  enquiries  received  - 142 


Visits 

Re-visits 

Total 

241 

319 

560 

393 

98 

491 

132 

151 

283 

766 

568 

1334 
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HOUSIN& 


(a)  Number  of  temporary  dwellings  demolished  . k 

(b)  Number  of  houses  made  fit  during  year  32 

(c)  Certificates  of  Fair  Rent  issued  4 

(d)  Houses  in  multiple  occupation  Survey  still  proceeding 


r 

Houses  erected 
during  year 

Houses  in  course . 
of  erection 

Gained  from 
conversion  of 
large  houses  or 
buildings  into  fl- 
ats or  dwellings 

Lost  from 
conversion  cf 
tv;o  or  more 
houses  into 

one 

For  slum 
clearance 

For  o tiler 
purposes 

For  slum 
clearance 

For  other 
purposes 

Local 

Nil 

. Nil 

Nil 

54 

Nil 

Nil 

authority 

Private  Nil 

136 

Nil 

119 

19 

7 

enterprise 

1945 

Number  of  Post-v/ar  houses  erected  from  1st  April/to  31st  December  1969 : 


By  local  authority  373 

By  private  enterprise  1,389 

Houses  required:  •’ 

(i^  To  replace  houses  scheduled  for  demolitbn  - nil 
(ii)  To  abate  overcrowding  - nil 

^’iii)  For  other  purposes  - Old  people  and  applicants  on  the  Council’s  list 
(iv)  Applications  for  council  houses  at  end  of  year 

(a)  Urgent  bona  fide  cases  - 94 

(b)  Applications  for  Old  People’s  dwellings  - 138 

(c)  Others  (pre-qualification  period  of  one  - 54 

year) 

Total  286 


PERJmMT  DWELLUMCS 


Number  of 

GMJ^D 

LOST 

Number  of 

Permanent  Dwell- 

a) Erected 

Less  houses 

Permanent  Dwell- 

ings in  district 

b)  Conversion 

Total 

Demolished 

ings  in  district 

as  at  31.12.68 

c)  Council  houses 

(a) 

b) 

Closed 

as  at  31.12.69 

(a) 

sold  to  P.E, during 

& 

c) 

Sold 

during 

1969 

(b) 

(b) 

^s  icn  

__A 

B 

C 

D 

L.A. 

502 

Nil 

Nil 

- 

502 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

501 

P.i:. 

3962 

136 

19 

Nil 

4117 

3 

- 

- 

7 

4107 

Totals 

4V6A 

136 

19 

Nil 

4619 

Li 

- 

- 

7 

4608 
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OLD  PEOPLE'S  DViTELLING-S 

Total  Number  erected  to  31.12,69 

! 

i 

i Number  in  course  of  erection 

LIth  County 

Council  Aid 

Without  County 

Council  Aid 

1 lllth  County 

1 Council  Aid 

YiTithout  County 
Council  Aid 

7/ains  Close  20 
Hansons  'Nay  I8 
Searle  Court  20 

Beaconsfield  Road  21 
Wills  Houses,  ^ 

Churchill  Avenue  “ 

The  ElmSj  Princes  ' 

Road  . 

I Nil 

1 

i 

Ij 

LL__- 

I 

Cherry  Avenue 
(one-bedroom 
flats)  18 

I 

"imOVEI^Mr  G-RANTS  TO  PRIVATE  0Wm3 


ITp 

to  August' 

1969 

After  August  1969  (Housing  Act  ’6$j 
came  into  force  25th  August  I969  i 

Received 

Approved 

Received 

1 

1 

Approved  i 

Appli- 

cations 

No.  of 
Dvrel  lings 

Appli- 

cations 

No  .of 
Dwellings 

Appli- 

cations 

No.  of 
Dvrellings 

Appli- 

cations 

NOc  of  1 
Dvfellingd 

Improvement 

Grants  I3 

20 

11 

17 

2 

2 

2 

i 

2 1 

Standard 
j Grants  3 

3 

. 3 

3- 

2 

2 

1 

i 

1 1 

1 

jSpecial 

j Grants  - | 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■■ 

- 

1 

i 

i 

Standard  G-rant 

Total  Amount  of  G-rant  approved  £'1.90 

Average  G-rant  approved  per  £122.  10s  „ 

dwelling 

A "O.ld  Houses  into  Hew  'flomes"  Exhibition,  is  planned  for  the  Spring  of 
next  year.  This  is  to  be  based  on  an  old  cottage  vifhich  will  be  improved  v/ith 
the  aid  of  an  improvement  grant.  The  owners  have  .agreed  to  the  use  of  this 
cottage  for  this  purpose  and  local  and  national  firms  concerned  with  house 
improvements  will  be  participating^  together  v/ith  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government. 


Improvement  G-rant 

£6,883  ' 

£362 


-11- 


POOD 


MILK 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors  22 
Number  of  Registered  Dairy  Premises 
(otlier  than  Dairy  Farms)  1 


21  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  and  2 samples  of  untreated  milk  v;ere 
taken  by  the  County  Health  Department  v/ith  the  follo\ving  results : 


Pasteurised  Milk 

j Satisfactory 
Phosphatase  and 
Methylene  Blue  tests 

Satisfactory 
Phosphatase  test 

Satisfactory 
Methylene  Blue  ^nd 
Ring  test  (Brucella 
abortus) 

18 

3 

_ 

Untreated  Milk 

,r. 

- 

2 

RE&ISTSRED  PREMISHS 


Premises  required  to  be  registered  under  Section  l6  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  1955  are  as  follows: 

Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice  cream  39 
Preparation  and  manufacture  of 
presera'-ed  meats,  etc.  .2 

FOOD  HYGIMS 

Food  Hygiene  (Oencral)  Regulations,  i960  - 19^2 

Routine  inspections  have  continued  throughout  the  year  and  informal 
action  taken  on  contraventions  of  regulations  6,  8,  9,  14,  1?,  23  and  24, 
One  butcher's  shop  on  \;hich  a prosecution  was  pending,  WgS  closed  and  the 
business  later  re-opened  in  ne\/  premises,  follov/ing  their  adaption  under 
the  super’/ision  of  the  department. 

Food  premises  subject  to  these  Regulations  are  as  follows: 

(a)  Number  of  premises  - 111 

(b)  I'himbor  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Reg.  I6  - 111 

(c)  Number  of  promises  to  which  Reg.  I9  applies  - 94 

(1)  Number  of  promises  fitted  to  comply  with  Reg.  I9  - 94 


MEAT  AM)  EOOD  INSPECTION 


Slaughterhouses  Act  1958 

The  slaugliterhouse  as  owned,  hy  the  Council  and  leased  to  a butcher 
who  holds  a private  slaughterhouse  licence. 

The  Slauglat^j)f  Animals  (Prevention.' of  Cruelty)  Regulations  . , 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  on  observations  made,  during 
meat  inspection  sessions  or  following  spot  checks. 

The  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations 

inprnveipents  effected  during  the  year  were  as  folloy/s : , • 

1.  New  room  provided  for  the  locking  av/ay  of  all  meat  and  offals  rejected 

as  being  unfit,  for. human  consumption.  - ■ 

2.  Artificial  lighting  of  the  cooling  hall  improved. 

3.  Repairs,  together  with  complete  internal  redecoration. 

A.  Extracts  from  regulations  displayed. 

5.  Additional  hand  washing  facilities  with  hot  water  provided, 

6.  Electric  knife  steriliser  provided. 


The  Meat  (Sterilization)  Regulations  1969 

Neighbouring  local  authorities  have  been  contacted  in  an  effort  to 
co-ordinate  action,  as  unfit  meat  and  offals  go,  to  the-. same  processor.  The 
processing  establishment  has  been  visited  to  check  compliance  with 
regulations  and  periodical  checks  will  be  carried  out  in  future. 


The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations 


One  whole-time  qualified  inspector  v/as  employed  to  31st  October  I969 
and  two  after  this  date. 
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Carcasses  and  inspected  and  condemned  in  jjiole  or  in  part  durin/g;  year : 


1 

1 

Cattle 

excluding 

cov/s 

Cov/s  ( 

"alves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

1 

' Ivunber  killed 

S73 

101 

2349 

3332 

2383 

I i^unber  inspected 

673 

101 

2349 

3332 

2383 

rJ.1  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

Vhole  carcasses  condemned 

- 

7 

7 

9 

,4 

1 Carcasses  of  v/hich  some  part 

1 or  organ  v/as  condemned 

428 

67 

46 

1716 

967 

Percentage  of  the  number 

1 inspected  affected  \7ith 

' disease  other  than 

tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

63 . &/0 

73.27%- 

2.3% 

51.8% 

41.1% 

j Tuberculosis  only 

1 V/hole  carcasses  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

j Carcasses  of  v/hich  some  part 

1 or  organ  v.as  condemned 

1 

_ 

2 

j Percentage  of  the  number 

! inspected  affected  v/ith 

i tuberculosis 

i 

0,12fo 

_ 

0.08% 

Cysticcrcosis 

Carcasses  of  v/hich  some 
part  or  organ  v/as  condemned 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

C-rcasses  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

! Generalised  and  totally 

i condemned 

' Weight  of  Meat  condemned 

• fin  lbs.)  for: 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

30 

- 

- 

- 

20 

(b)  Cystiedreosis 

- 

- 

- 

i lb. 

- 

1 Offal 

3764 

3120 

589 

400 

191 

246 

2389 

382 

1480 

tal  (in  lbs.)  condemned: 

3794 

3709 

591 

2635 

1862 

in-oi:«  derivoi  from  charges  for  meo.t  inspection  during  the  year  v/as  £312. 
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FASCIOLIx'^IS 


Re.ieotion  Rates  of  Bovine  and  Shsep  Livers 


. Thoughput 

Whole  Livers 

Part  Livers 

1 

Total  affected 

Total  affected 

% 

Bovine  Livers 

774 

225 

29 

111 

14 

Sheep  Livers 

3332 

340 

10 

1258 

37 

The  above  table  shov/s  the  v.ery  high-  rejection  rate  for  this  disease 
and  the  consequent  loss  of  food. 


The  reason  for  this  high  incidence  rate  is  the  swampy  nature  of  many 
of  the  pastures  in  the  County,  which  provides  ideal  breeding  grounds  for 
the  Amphibious  Mad  Snail  v;hich  is  the  intermediate  host  in  the  life  cycle 
of  Fasciola  Hepa-tica,  the  causitive  parasite.  Effective  drainage,  if 
properly  undertaken,  eradicates  the  disease  completely,  because  it  not 
onljr  kills  the  snails  but  prevents  them  from  harbouring  the  parasite. 
Adequate  drainage  and  its  proper  maintenance  is  a costly  business, 
especially  in  a County  such  as  Somerset,  v/ith  large  low  lying  flat  areas 
of  pastureland,  liable  to  regular  flooding. 

The  second  control  measure  which  can  be  taken,  is  the  treatment  of 
stock,  but  fa.rmers,  for  some  reason,  seem  loath  to  do  this.  This  may  be 
due  to  the  fact  that  imLth  the  standard  dose  of  drugs  ■ now  available,  only 
flukes -which  have  been  in  the  livers  of  infected  animals  for  twelve  weeks 
or  more,  are  killed.  Thus,  chronic  disease  can  be  controlle'd  by  dosing 
but  not  acute  disease,  xvhich  is  caused  by  immature  flukes  that  are  less 
than  twelve  weeks  old.  Most  of  the  part  sheep’s  livers  (37%)  rejected, 
are  because  of  acute  fascioliasis  in  young  stock  and  as  dosing  would  not 
be  effective,  the  attitude  of  the  farmers  may  be  that  the  comparative 
small  loss  from  chronic  disease  (l4-?0  is  not  worth  the  effort  and  cost  , 
of  the  repeated  dosing  necessary  to  control  it.  In  addition  to  the  high 
rejection  rate  of  livers  at  the  abattoir  from  this  disease,  there  must  . 
also  be-a  relative  high  loss  of  stock  which  die  from  the  disease. 
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Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 
The  Arsenic  in  Food  Regulations,  1959 
The  Lead  in  Food  Regulations,  1961 


Following  the  condemnation  of  27  pigs  in  a neighbouring' district  in 
February,  because  they' had  not  been  ^athdra’vvn  from  an  arsanilic  acid  food 
sup^/lement  within  the  period  of  ten  days  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food,  a saiapling  survey  of  pigs  livers  v/as  carried  out 
throughout  the' Comity  by  the  Weights  and  Af ensures  Department  as  tlie  food 
and  drags  authoid.ty. 

The  results  of  this  survey  V7ere  given  to  a meeting  at  County  Hall,  and 
the  problem  discussed,  . It.  is.  usual,  practice  amongst  pig  farmers  to  treat 
pigs  who  are  "bad  doers"  or  suffering  from  sickness  (i.e,  scour  or  diarrhoea) 
'.Tith  drenches  containing  arsanilic  acid,  and  also  to  supplement  the  feed  of 
fattening  pigs  with  patent  food  supplements  which  contain  it.  The  results 
showed  that  only  a small  percentage  of  the  liver  samples  taken  contained 
more  flian  the  maximum  of  1 part  per  million  laid  down  in  the  Arsenic  ia 
Food  Regulations,  1959.  The  conclusion  reached,  therefore,  v/as  that  although 
there  »»as  no  need  for  alarm  the  position  should  be  kept  unden  review,  and  in 
any  outbreaks  of  enteritis  the  consumption  of 'pigs  livers  should  be  checked 
as  routine. 

In  order  to  continue  the  investigation  it  was  also  decided  that  any 
pig  casualties  slaughtered  in  any  abattoir,  should  be  suspected  and  liver 
samples  sent  to  the  County  Riblic  Analyst  for  analysis  for  toxic  metals. 
Unfortunately,  there  are  rarely  any  pathological  clianges  in  carcases  or  organs 
wliich  are  easily  indentifiable  on  post 'mortem  examination,  and,  therefore, 
light  weight  or  casualty  pigs  only  can  be  considered  suspect.  On  the  1st 
July,  1969,  seven  pigs  were  examined  at  the  Abattoir  which  v/ere  obviously  of 
a quality  lower  than  normal'  and  three-  livers,  from  them  condemned  for  fatty 
degeneration.  Samples  from  these  livers  v/ere  taken,  and  submitted  to  the 
County  Public  Analyst  for  analysis  and  report.  The  results  received  are 
as  follows 


Metals  (part  per  million ) 


S:.mple 

Appearance 

Arsenic 

i^ead 

);.364 

Pale 

13.0 

3.1 

19.0 

Very,  yellov;' 

30.0 

1.3 

14.5  . 

Pale 

.2,0 

0,6 

8.5 

All  tlicse  sajnples  contained  arsenic  in  excess  of  the  general  maximum  of 
1 purt  '-i-  million  laid  down  in  tlie  Arsenic  in  Food  Regulations,  1959-  Further 
■ lc;..i  content  of  sample  No.  3^4  v/as  in  excess  of  the  general  maximum  of 
-■.rts  .'u-  million  laid  dovm  in  the  Lead  in  Food  Regulations,  I96I. 


All  on  the  farm  investigation  was  carried  out  with  officers  of  the 
Countj^  Weights  and  Measures  Department.  This  shov/ed  that  so  far  as  the 
excess  a,rsenic  was  concerned,  it  'was  found  by  sampling  the  on-farm  mix 
of  the  arsanilic  acid  supplement  vdth  other  feeding  stuffs  that  the  amount 
of  arsenic  which  it  contained  indicated  an  addition  of  1,5  lb.  arsanilic  acid 
supplement ■ per  ton  as  against  the  recommended  addition  rate  of  1 lb,  per  ton. 

It  was  also  found  that  the  supplement  manufacturer’s  directions  requiring 
that  animals  being  fed  i^ith  it  should  be  v/ithdrawii  from  it  ten  days  before 
slaughter, was  not  being,  complied  with.  It  V'las  also  discovered  that  it  was 
the  habit  on  this  particular  farm  to  throw  an  empty  sack  which  had  contained 
the  supplement  into  a sty  to  stop  pigs  from  fighting  and  tail  biting. 

The  results  of  the  fill  survey  showed  that  more  effective  control  than 
at  present  was  necessary,  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
have  indicated  that  this  nail  eventually  be  exercised  by  orders  made  under  the 
Medicines  Act,  I968.  It  was  noteworthy  however  that  the  present  Ministry 
Recommendations  regarding  the  mthdravml  period  are  not- being  followed  otherwise 
the  arsenic  levels  in  livers  revealed  by  this  survey  would  not  have  exceeded 
those  expected. 

The  conclusions  reached  w'as  that  no  amount  of  legislation  would  control 
or  prevent  the  occasional  mis-use  of  dangerous  substances  or  the  neglect  of 
safety  factors;  and  that  perhaps  increased  publicity  on  the  attendant  dangers 
of  usage  and  abusage  would  be  a more  effective  deterrent. 

Extraneous  Matter  in  Food  and  Sundry  Food  Complaints 

The  Somerset  County  Council  are  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the 
District,  and  there  is  a close  v7orking  liason  v\jith  the  Weights  and  Measures 
Department  regarding  food  complaints  where  action  under  Section  2 of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  is  indicated.  ■ 

No,  of  complaints  i'-eceived  and  referred  3 


Other  Foodstuffs  Condemned  and  Voluntarily  Surrendered 

During  the  year  76O  lbs,  of  food  was  inspected,  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered  for  disposal  by  the  Council. 


RODENT  CO^ITROL 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  194-9 


Number  of  properties  in  district 

Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rates 
(ii)  Mice 
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Type  of  Property 


Non-Agri cultural 

Agricultural  : 

5,383 

29 

1 72 

1 

1 

1 „..16 

! 

All  treatments  are  carried  out  by  a contractor  on  behalf  of  the  Council, 
ana  rejalar  inspections  and  treatments  of  the  foreshore,  river  banks,  open 
spaces  and  tlie  Council’s  refuse  tip  are  made.  The  treatment  of  business 
premises  is  not  included  in  the  Council's  contract,  but  'are  dealt  with  by  the 
contractor  by  arrangement  v.’ith  the  firms  concerned.  The  number  of  treatments 
dealt  \.ith  in  this  -way  during  tlio  year  was  four. 

Sewer  baiting  w'as  carried  out  "by  the  Council's  contractor  in  April  and 
December  using  Biotrol-'/arfarin  poison  vrith  raineral  oil  as  a preservative. 

Jo  takes  were  recorded  in  April  but  in  December  six  vvere  noted  after 
improvements  had  been  made  in  the  baiting  teclmique. 

Pest  Control 

The  following  complaints  were  received  during  the  year,  and  action  taken 
to  deal  with  them:- 


7asps  33 
Flies  1 


C.iRAVAl'T  SITES  AITD  COI'JTROL  OF  DBVILOR.I.'INT  3.CT,  196O 

Pj^manent 


Number  of  single  caravans  licensed  Nil 

jumber  of  authorised  sites  in  respect 

of  more  than  one  caravan  ' 1 

Number  of  caravans  on  authorised  sites  20 

x^stimated  maximum  number  of  occupants 

resident  duilng  the  year  60 

Camping  sites  - number  of  unlicensed 
sites  used  by  exempted  organisations 

Tourir^g  Caravan  Site 


Seasonal 


Nil 

3 

71 

210 

2 

1 
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CLM  AIR 


The  emission  of  dark  smoke  from. two  factory,  chimneys  on  several  occasions 
were  dealt  with  during  the  year  and  in  one  case  this  resulted  in  the  repair 
of  the  automatic  smoke  alarm  system.  The  chimney  of  a large,  incinerator  plant 
at  one  factory  is  a source  of  intermittent  nuisance  due  to  the  constant  changes 
in  tiie  stoker  staff,  but  any  complaints  referred  to  the  firm  concerned  are 
immediately  dealt  vd-th  and  any  formal  action  was  considered  unnecessary. 

Tv.^0  plans  for  the  erection  of  new  chimneys  of  fuel  burning  plant  at  two 
factories  were  checked  to  ensure  that  the  .'proposed  heights  were  sufficient 
to  prevent  smoke:  etc,,  emitted  being  prejudicial  to  health  or  a nuisance. 

^nojce jNfuisances  from  Garden  Bonfires  ' 

Under  Section  l6  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1936,  smoke  other  than  (a)  smoke 
from  a chimney  of  a private  dwelling  or  (b)  dark  smoke  from  the  chimney  of 
a building  or  from  a chimney  serving  the  fumaOe  of  a boiler  or  industrial 
plant  or  (c)  dark  smoke  Vvlthin  the  meaning  of  Section  1 of  the  Clean  Air  Act 
1968,  if  it  is  a' nuisance  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood  is  a 
statutory  nuisance. 

Many  complaints  were  received  during  the  summer  from  householders  of  ' 
smoke  nuisance  caused  by  the  indiscriminate  lighting  of  garden  bonfires.  In 
an  effort  to  deal  with  this  matter  circular  letters  are  sent  out  to  the  persons 
causing  the  nuisance  and  also  to,  other  residents  in  the  area,  pointing  out 
the  legal  position  and  requesting  their  co-„op,er alien  to  reduce  .atmospheric 
pollution  from  "this  'source.  Advice  vfas  given  on  the  composting  of  garden 
refuse,  and  an  offer  made  to  receive  refuse  which  cannot  be  successfully 
composted  at  the  Council’s  tip.  It  .i.s  hoped  .that,  .the  .results  qf  , -these 
efforts  will  pro'duce  ah'"'improvement  next  summer. 
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Ti:i;  CIZLGUo,  SH^'PS  AKD  IlAILm  Fn:Q-I3ES  ACT.,  I963. 


R e. 'i  strati  on  s and  Inspections 


T^venty  eight  presdses  were  nev^ly  registered  during  the  year.  There  were 
133  premises  on  tlie  register  at  the  end  of  the  year,  eaplojn-ng  253  males  and 
375  females,  a total  of  628. 


TABLh  "A" 

RRC-ISTRATIQNS  AI\n)  dSITARAL  liTSPACTIOM 


Class  of  Premises 

! 

Humber  of 
Premises 

N ewly 
Registered 
during  the 
year 

Total  Number 
of  Registered 
Premises  at 

End  of  Year 

Number  of 
Registered 
Premises 
Receiving 

One  or  More 
Ceneral 

Insp  ections 
During  the 
. Year 

1 

1 Offices 

4 

35 

7 

1 Retail  Shops  

22 

86 

18 

( hliolesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

- 

1 

- 

Catering  Establishments 

Open  to  the  Public, 

! Canteens  

2 

10 

3 

Fuel  Storage  Dejjots  ... 

- 

1 

- 

TOTALS 

28 

133 

28 

TABLE  "B” 


number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  (including 
general  inspections)  to  Registered  Premises  ......  I 64 
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TABLE  "C 


ANALYSIS  OF.PERSOl'IS  EMPLOYED, 

IE  PB&ISTERED  PREI-IESES  BY  /QPKPLAGE 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 

Persons 

Employed 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

186 

Retail  Shops...  ...  

342 

Vdiolesale  Shops,  Vvarehouses ...  ... 

46 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  public  

49 

C anteens . . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

4 

Fuel  Storage  Depots ... 

1 

, , , . Total  ...  ... 

628 

Total  Males  ... 

253 

Total  Females  . 

375 

FACTORIES  ' 

Factories  Act  I96I 

Sanitary  Accommodation  Regulations  1938 

Humber  of  premises  on  register  in  which  no,. .mechanical  power  is  employed 

and  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  6,  and  7 are  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  llEL 

Number  of  premises  on  register  in  wliich  mechanical  pov/er  is  employed 

and  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority.  50 

Numb er  of  inspections  made  , 7 . 

Number  of  re-inspections  made  3 . : 

Total  10  ■ ' 


Defects  Found 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient  ML 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  1+ 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  1 

(d)  Other  defects  1 


Remedied 


1 

1 
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PLMS 

buildings  to  '.vliich  thriactories^t^lQ^^  Regulations  approval  of 

Frenises  Act,  1963  or  tlirFo^r^  Shops  and  Railway 

applicable,  have  b^en  -rutinised^Sr^o^r^'ld:^^^^^^ 

PET  ARTLIALS  aCT  10^1 

Act  are  LusSc'ttnrcomplied'^iih  ln\tcril’seT^  -Pepuiremepts  of  the 


SSTABLISHIvERTTS  ACT  I963 

provisions  of  this^ct^  ^^eguSr^^  Council  in  accordance  with  the 
the  licence  are  ililly  observf^  conditions  of 
in  a clean  and  sanitary' con'diti^.  satisfactorily  maintained 


PgROLEU^CCORSOLIDATIONV  ACT  1928  'and  1 

Number  of  installations  licensed  at  the  31st  December  I969 
Total  storage  capacity  at  the  31st  December  I969 
Numbsr  of  underground  storage  tanks  disposed  of 
Capacity  of  underground  storage  tanks  -disposed  of  - 
Number  of  new  underground  storage  tanks  installed 
Capacity  of  new  underground  storage  tanks  installed 
I.'umber  of  visits  made 


17 

53,700  gals 
5 

1,900  gals 
5 

15,500  gals 
68 


-•-■rii  operatoirnotified  of  Se  carried  out  during  the  year 

required  by  the  I968  Home  Office  ^®°°^sary  to  bring  them  up  to  the  standard 

pot.01  sStionrana  TlTfT^ 

!.ad  bo(-r.  put  in  li.and  before  the  end  of  the  year.  necessary  work 

■ric7i‘:7hSrwhi'„:;1:L1^1s''rr,n“  "ho. 

^ 7-r- -s-:b£iSx 
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